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For Focus, Scope, Aims, Policies and Guidelines visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-0 For Article Submission Guidelines visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions For Policies against Scientific Misconduct visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-2 For reprints contact <info@threatenedtaxa.org> Wetlands are defined as lands transitional between terrestrial and aquatic eco-systems where the water table is usually at or near the surface or the land is covered by shallow water (Mitsch & Gosselink 1986) . Wetlands are among the most productive ecosystems in the world and play vital role in flood control, aquifer recharge, nutrient absorption and erosion control. In addition, wetlands provide a home for a huge diversity of wildlife such as birds, mammals, fish, frogs, insects and plants (Buckton 2007) . Thus wetlands help in maintaining biodiversity of flora and fauna. Wetland supports congregation of large number of migratory and resident species of birds as it has high nutritional value as well as productivity (Whittaker & Likens 1973; Gibbs 1993; Paracuellos 2006) . As per Ali & Ripley (1983) , 273 species of birds in India can be considered as waterfowls, the birds that depend on the wetland ecosystem. These birds use wetland habitats either throughout or during 
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certain parts of their life (Weller 1981) . Birds are ideal bio-indicators and useful models for studying a variety of environmental problems (Newton 1995) . Birds occupy a wide range of ecological positions (Sekercioglu & Hakki 2006) . In many respects biodiversity, both present and past are better understood for birds than for any other major group of organisms. One basic approach in generating an indicator of the state of wildlife is to measure diversity through time. Species loss or gain could then be used to gauge the trends in biodiversity (Van 1997) . Thus the avifaunal diversity of a region is a very prompt indicator of the environmental conditions of the concerned place.
The Little Rann of Kutch (LRK) is one of the more popular tourist destinations in the state. It is also internationally famous for its salt pans and wetlands which harbor a vast variety of migratory birds. In spite of its economic importance; little scientific work has been done. Our work was aimed at filling that gap.
Hence, this study is of unique importance, focusing mainly on the wide spectrum of birds that are available there and on their feeding habits; which in turn reveal the composition of a greater part of the ecological community present in the region.
materials and methods

Study area
Gujarat is located on the Tropic of Cancer 
Statistical analyses
The various richness (species, genus and family) 
Results
The overall picture of the avifaunal community observed at the study-site is provided in In the study, 35 families of birds were observed; among which family Anatidae has recorded the highest number of species (as shown in Table 2 ). All the different kinds of migration categories, viz., the resident (R) birds, the resident-migrant (RM) birds and the migrant or migratory (M) birds have been observed during the survey. 35 resident (44%), 28 resident-migrant (36%) and 16 migratory (20%) species were observed. Therefore, in total, 44 migratory bird species have been recorded (Fig. 2) ; which account for 56 percent of the total species observed.
Fourteen (14) 
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3). Here, the insectivore guild is the most frequent one with thirty percent incidence and 45 species occurring under this shared category. Whereas, nectarivore and plankton-feeder guilds are the least frequent with only two species observed in each. In order to visually represent the diversity of the avian community a dominance-diversity curve (Bower et al. 1997 ) has been plotted in Fig. 4 . The values of the various diversity indices have been provided in Table 3 . We have observed that the high values of the Simpson diversity index (0.9676) indicates the high diversity observed.
Discussion
Wetlands and natural grasslands are important habitats for avian populations throughout the world and the studied one is no exception. The overall condition of the wetland is pretty good and it shows signs of a selfsustaining environment which is mostly because of the very sparse human interventions. This enabled us to study the wetland at its ecological prime.
The dominance-diversity curve (in Fig. 4 ) has been plotted in order to get an idea of the amount of diversity observed in the studied avian community. In this case, the trend-line on the curve shows that the studied community exhibits a high amount of diversity; because of the petite angle of intersection and the right-hand side alignment of the curve.
The calculated values of the various diversity indices, especially that of the Simpson Dominance (l) = 0.0324 proves that the community of avifaunal species show very low dominance. On the other hand, this depicts considerably high diversity of the avian community. The maximum value of the Simpson Diversity Index (D S ) can be 1 (Magurran 2004) . Here, its value is 0.9676. The value of the Shannon-Wiener Diversity Index (H') of the studied community depicts that the chances of getting an individual of the same species in a random sample is about 3.75; which points out to the considerably vast population size of almost every species sampled during our study. When converted to ENS, its value becomes approximately 42.39; which means that a community with Shannon index of 3.75 has an equivalent diversity as a community with almost 42 equally-abundant species. This is further proved by the fact that the value of Shannon Evenness Index (J'); which being quite close to 0.5 shows that there is an intermediate amount of variance in the population size of different avian species. Species diversity is more positively correlated with evenness (Bock et al. 2007 ). This testifies to the sizeable diversity observed in the studied avian community. The overall scenario, as is evident in the calculated values of these diversity indices ( Table 3 ), is that the sampled community is greatly diverse in its composition.
The pie-chart depicting the Feeding Guilds of the various avifauna (Fig. 3) observed, clearly shows that the community of this ecosystem is also sufficiently rich and greatly diversified. Hence it is able to support birds with such a varied spectrum of feeding habits.
Conclusion
On the basis of our study, we can now conclude that the avian community observed at the wetland shows little dominance, but a fair amount of diversity. In addition, the presence of the various feeding guilds bear proof of the fact that the entire ecological community is fairly diverse and show signs of a healthy environment. India and Pakistan (Compact Edition) . University Press, Bombay, India, 32-547pp. 
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